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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as show in the current list of claims submitted below. 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-3 (Previously Canceled) 
Claims 4-6 (Canceled) 

7 . (Previously Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

Claims 9-22 (Previously Canceled) 

Claims 23-24 (Canceled) 

Claims 25-27 (Previously Canceled) 

Claims 28-29 (Canceled) 

Claims 30-31 (Previously Canceled) 

Claims 32-33 (Canceled) 

Claims 34-35 (Previously Canceled) 

Claims 36-40 (Canceled) 

4 1 . (Previously Canceled) 

Claims 42-51 (Canceled) 

^ (Previously Amended): An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable coupling to a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising: 
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a first coupler having an electrical contact configured to be connected to a percutaneous 
electrical probe inserted into the recipient; 

a support member, which aids in placement of the couplers, configured to rest on a body of the 
recipient proximate to a coupling region, the support member having a first engagement portion 
configured to be positioned proximate to a first coupling position on the body of the recipient and a 
second engagement portion configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling 
position on the body of the recipient; 
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a first engagement member configured to removably carry the first coupler at the first 

engagement portion of the support member; 

a second engagement member configured to removably carry a second coupler at the second 
engagement portion of the support member, the first engagement member configured to be posrt.oned 
closer than the second engagement member to the first coupling position; and 

a flexible cable comiected between the first coupler and the support member, the cable 
remaming connected between the first coupler and the support member when the first coupler is moved 
from a first attached position with the first coupler carried by the first engagement member to a first 
coupled position with the first coupler operatively coupled to the recipient, 

wherein the first coupler includes an actuator tool configured to insert the percutaneous electrode m 
the recipient, and wherein the first engagement member .s configured to carry the first coupler m^^^^^ 

actuator tool. 

j^Oaims 53-54 (Canceled) 

(Previously Amended): An apparatus for supporting a plurality of percutaneous probe couplers m 

position for removable coupling to a recipient, comprising: 

a flexible support member, which aids m placement of the couplers, configured to rest on a body of a 
recipient and conform to a curvature of the body proximate to a location where the couplers 
are to be coupled to the body, wherem the support member has a central axis, a first elongated 
portion positioned along the central axis, a second elongated portion extending transversely to the 
central axis on first and second sides of the central axis, and a third elongated portion positioned 
between the first and second elongated portions and extending transversely to the central axis on the 
first and second sides of the central axis, further wherein the first and second engagement members are 
positioned on one of the elongated portions, with the first engagement member including a column 
positioned on the first side of the central axis and the second engagement member includmg a column 
positioned on the second side of the central axis; 

a first engagement member depending from the support member and configured to be positioned 

proximate to a first coupling position on the body; 

a first coupler removably engaged with the first engagement member wherein the first coupler 
includes an actuator tool configured to insert a percutaneous electrode in the recipient; 
a first electrical cable attached between the first coupler and the support member; 
a second engagement member depending from the support member and configured to be positioned 
proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient, the first engagement member 
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I 64 (Previously Canceled) 



Claims 65-66 (Canceled) 



(Previously Amended): An apparatus for supporting a plurality of percutaneous probe couplers 
in position for removable coupling to a recipient, comprising: 

a flexible support member, which aids in placement of the couplers, configured to rest on a 
body of a recipient and conform to a curvature of the body proximate to a coupling location where the 
couplers are to be coupled to the body, the support member having a central axis; 

a first engagement member depending from the support member and positioned on a first side 
of the central axis, the first engagement member configured to be positioned proximate to a first 
coupling position on the body of the recipient, the first coupling position located on the first side of the 
central axis; 

a first coupler removably engaged with the first engagement member, wherein the first coupler 
includes an actuator tool configured to insert a percutaneous electrode in the recipient; 

a first electrical cable attached between the first coupler and the support member; 

a second engagement member depending from the support member and positioned on a second 
side of the central axis opposite the first side of the central axis, the second engagement member 
configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient, the 
second coupling position located on the second side of the central axis; 

a second coupler removably engaged with the second engagement member; and 

a second electrical cable attached between the second coupler and the support member. 



j^aims 68-71 (Canceled) 



(Previously Amended): An apparatus for supporting a plurality of percutaneous probe couplers 
in position for removable coupling to a recipient, comprising: 

a flexible support member, which aids in placement of the couplers, configured to rest on a 
body of a recipient and conform to a curvature of the body proximate to a coupling location where the 
couplers are to be coupled to the body, the support member having a central axis. 
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wherein the support member has a first elongated portion positioned along the central axis, a 
second elongated portion extending transversely to the central axis on first and second sides of the 
central axis, and a third elongated portion positioned between the first and second elongated portions 
and extending transversely to the central axis on the first and second sides of the central axis; 

a first engagement member depending from the support member and positioned on a first side 
of the central axis, the first engagement member configured to be positioned proximate to a first 
coupling position on the body of the recipient, the first coupling position located on the first side of the 
central axis; 

a first coupler removably engaged with the first engagement member; 

a first electrical cable attached between the first coupler and the support member; 

a second engagement member depending from the support member and positioned on a second 
side of the central axis opposite the first side of the central axis, the second engagement member 
configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient, the 
second coupling position located on the second side of the central axis; 

a second coupler removably engaged with the second engagement member; and 

a second electrical cable attached between the second coupler and the support member. 



>7>f (Original): An apparatus for supporting a plurality of percutaneous probe couplers in 



a flexible support member configured to rest on a back of a recipient and conform to a 
curvature of the back proximate to a coupling region of the back, the support member having a 
central axis, a first elongated portion positioned along the central axis a second elongated portion 
extending transversely to the central axis on first and second sides of the central axis and a third 
elongated portion between the first and second elongated portions and extending transversely to the 
central axis on the first and second sides of the central axis; 

five pairs of engagement posts depending from the support member, engagement posts of a 
first pair positioned on opposite sides of the central axis toward an end of the first elongated portion, 
engagement posts of a second pair positioned at opposite ends of the second elongated portion. 




Claims 73-75 (Canceled) 



(Previously Canceled). 




position for removable coupling to a recipient, comprising: 
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e„«gem.n, posts of a third pai, posMoned at opposite ends of the third elongated portion, 

a e^ent post, of a fourth pair positioned on opposite sides of the cen.,.1 axis the rst 

Xond pair, and engagentent posts of a f,«h pair positioned on opposite stdes of the central ax,s 
between the second and third pair; 

five pairs of couplers, each coupler havtng an aperture with aperture walls removably 
engaged with one of the engagement posts; and 

five pairs of electrical cables with each electrical cable attached between one of the couplers 

and the support member. 

X\ (Original): The apparatus of claimN^herein each cable enters thcsupport member at a 
^lteen;poLand«its.hesupportmemhera.acommo„e.tpoint,thecablesbemgbundled 

together external to the exit point and connected to a single connector. 

(Origtnal): The apparatus of clai^fvherein the Hrs. coupler includes an aerator tool 
configured to insert a percutaneous electrode in the recipient. 

' 4 (Original,: The apparatus o, claim^wherein the first coupler .ncludes an elecMcally 

conductive clamp. 

V (Original): ^ "f A''"^'" " 

conductive alligator clip. 

^ (Original): T.e apparatus of claim^herern the support member is configured to rest on the 
bTclc of the recipient proximate to the coupltng region having a plurality of coupling posittons. an 
JLin an outlL of the coupling positions defines a first shape and an outline of the engagement 
members defines a corresponding second shape at least generally simtlar to the first shape. 



83. (Canceled) 



V ^ (Currently Amended): An«aEmsibrsup,»fli!^^ 

. leas. o,i -M-TTT •^--'-'■•"■^ ^nd recipiennnonttonngj!«a^^ 



com prismg: 
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^^^^^^^ 

■v,- pare unitandjnenrsii — v. 
^i.s 85-86 (Previously canceled). 




g7 (Canceled): 

^in. couplers for removable coupling to a 
M.av An apparatus for supporting coup ^^^^^^ 

compnsmg. ^ „f the recipient, the supp 

.unnort member configured to rest on a y ^^.^^^^ coupling position of the body 

recipient, the supp ^^^^ ,f the recip 

_ a second couplmgP coupler portion to the tirst 

.figured to bepositionedcloser than the secon 
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a .cond coupler co„r,gur.. .o be operative,, coupled .0 *e ^ ar,d removably supported a. 
the second coupler portion; 

a reclpren. care u„« configured .0 dc.Wer therapy, .nonitor a condition of the recptent, or 
delivery therapy and monitor a condition of the rectpienl; and 

and the second coupler; 

whe^in the support member has a central axis, a first elongated portion posittoned a^ong *e 
. 1 1™d elongated ponion extending transversely to the centta, axis on first and second 

cell axi! and dte second coupler locatton including a post positioned on the second s.de of the 
central axis. 



Claims 89-92 (Canceled) 



Claims 93-130 (Previously Canceled). 



Claims 131-133 (Canceled) 
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